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12 Col Mel Zernow
563 TFS
George AFB CA

i here [ waal” We've all heard
that expression. It's ususlly
followed by some hair-raising
story (for those who still have
hair) about a close call during
this or that flight.

My “There 1 Was" stories are
somewhat dated. The two ex-
periences I'm about to share
happened almost half a career
and two staff tours ago, back
when 1 was & young (relatively
spenking) captain EWO in the

e e —————
—

I'm convinced the lessons
1 learned then still
apply teday.

Perbaps by telling you
about them, I'll help
you avoid an unwelcome
surprise and keep you
from busting your butt.
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WIGHT
DRIVING

ot may have heard that

the best rule for night
driving is not to over drive your
headlights. But this advice is
confusing. No matier how fast
you gp, the headlights still
shine in front of the car. What
you should do is drive slowly
enough so that the headlight
beams will pick up obiects in
the road ahead of you in time
for you to react. You should be
able to stop in the area that is
lighted by your headlights. The
maost important rule for driving
at night is to always remain
within the speed limit. Go even
slower in bad weather. If you
find yoursslf wondering

10

whether it's dark enough o
turn on your headlights, it is.
Remember, your headlights not
only help you see botter, they
alsn help other drivers see you.
Driving with lights on at
twilight makes your car much
more vigible.

Oddly enough, one of the prob-

lems of driving at night can be
too much light. Glare from on-
coming bright headlights can
momentarily blind you, or force
you to look away from the road.
Avoid this by focusing on the
right margin of the road, or on
the lane markers. You'll be
able to see the road, and avoid
the worst of the glare.

It is important to adjust your
rearview mirror for nighttime
driving. After flipping to night-
time use, give yoursalf a few
seconds to adjust to the change.
The first thing you'll see in
your mirror will be your back
seat — but onee your eyes ad-
Jjust, the mirror will show you
the road behind, and cut down
a great deal of glare from
following cars’ headlights.

You ean avoid interior glare
by dimming the indicator lights
on your dashboard.

Of course, it's common courtesy
to turn down your brights when
you see another car approaching
or when you come up behind
another car. It's also common
sense, Look at it this way: Your
bright lighta can blind an on-
coming driver. How safe would
you fes] if the other driver real-
ly was blind, and not just blind-
ed by your headlights?

Your eyes will noed time to
adjust to evening or nighttime
driving affer vou leave a
building or brightly-lighted
area. Before driving off, give
yvourself a few minutes to
prepare. Wait about five
minutes (or longer if your
eyesight isn't what it used to
be),

You can spend the time
checking your lighte: Be sure
that your headlighits, taillights
and directiona] signals are
working, See if your windshield
needs cleaning. Remember, the
better yvou see, the betier your
chances of avoiding a crash. >

e
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— Are the reflectors clean, unbroken and
positioned to pick up headlight beams?

— Are the tires firm, properly inflated and free
of cuts and cracks?

— EEB 0 80 o g e

— Are the pedals wearing out?

— Do they have reflactors?

— Is the front wheel properly seated and tightily
bolted in the fork?

— Are the handlebars tight and set at the right
height for the user?

— Are any spokes bent or broken?

— Are the tire valves straight and free of leaks?

— Are the headlight and taillight bright encugh
to be sesn al night from 500 fest away?
Check your state and loeal regulations for
mandatory use.

: - — Does the bike have a horn or bell that sounds
Choose the right bike s ot S
— Is the chain snug, withgut hroken or damaged
Bic}fde sufety begins with choosing the bike links?
— it must be the right size and adjusted for [ '

the person who will be using it. It must also be
the correet kind for the purpase for which it will
be used.

Parents should check ail parta of sach family
bike regularly to make sure that the parts are
not lodge, worn out, broken or improperly
adjusted,

Here are some things to look for:

— Is the saddle tight and at the

proper height?

stop the bike quickly and smoothly? With
hand brakes, check the shoes to make sure
they grip the rims.

(Adapted from article by Robert Oversnd, Family
Safety & Health, Spring 1988}

August 1989







U SMURTER
< THAN THE

"I'w;' done this job s0 many
times before that T don't
need the tech data!” How many
of you have heard or even said
that?

Every year too many mishaps
are reported thet were cansed
by people sither not using or
not following tech data. For
exnmple, two individuals were
asuighed to remove the aft seat
from a fighter aiverafi. One
went directly to the airplane,
but the other was delayed in
the hengar. The person at the

aircrafl started the task,

violating the longstanding
practice of two people perform-
ing an operation involving
explosives. The survival kit
mode selection switch was
placed in the manual position,
the pistbn motor kit activated,
euvsing the survival kit lid to
open.

In another incident, the
loading crew was unloading
BDU.33 practice bombs on a
multinje gjector rack. Thinking
the bomb had been locked into
place, one of the workers re-
leased his hold to reach for the
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overcenter tool. However, the
bomb wasn't lockéed into place.
The bomb fell, hitting the
ground and bresking the firing
plunger off. Fortunately, the
BDU safety block prevented the
ﬁpotcing‘charge from
functioning.

You may be thinking these
two mishaps are minor because
no oneé was hurt and there was
very little damage done to Air
Foree resources, Well, read onl!
Three maintenance worksrs
wern tasked to trpuhleshoot a
leaking canopy actuater on a
fighter aircrafl.

While dearming the ejection
gent catapult gun, it fired and
gent the technician and the
ejection seat through the
canopy. The technician died as
a result of injuries sustained
from this mishap. Tech data
was -available; unfortunately, it
wasn't being used — they were
performing the task from
memory.

Tech data and checklists were
written &0 we won't leave oud
some of the more important
steps. Use of tech data doesn't
add time Lo your speration if
vou're familiar with its use and
routinely use it. It only adds to
the task if you have to muddle
threugh it. The little bit of
effort neaded to follow the tech
date could save you a lot of
personal embarrassment or
even your life!

Don't put yourself into a posi-
tion where your memory might
fail you — do your work by the
book. It's the smart way to get
the job done!!

TAC P.S. If you don't think the
Book is correct, let's change it.
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TALC THLLAHFHR
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JUN ey
CLASS A MISHAPS 0]o
AIRCREW_FATALITIES 0]o

* IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS 0/0{0/0
OUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS 0/0]0/0

» (SUCCESSFUL/UNSUCCESSFUL)

TAC'S TOP 5 thru JUN 1989

st AF 9th AF 12th AF

318 FIS 33 TFW

57 FIS 507 TAIRCW

A48 FIS 1 TFW

325 TIW 4 TFW
347 TFW

552 AWACW
USAFTAWC

USAFTFWC
28 AD

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

ICUMMULATIVE RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100000 HOURS FLYING TIME)
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